
 

 

Tseshaht Chief & Council have sent a letter to the Ministry of 

Children and Family Development reminding them that the  

Province of BC signed an agreement that prohibits the adoption of 

Nuu-chah-nulth children without the consent of the Nuu-chah-nulth 

nation that the child was a member of, or entitled to               

membership.  This agreement has never been rescinded or 

modified and remains in effect today. 

The understanding in this agreement is that any social worker considering                                                

the adoption of a Nuu-chah-nulth child must first explore the possibility of                                 

placement with the extended family.  Failing placement with the family, the social worker               

would then consider placement within the First Nation.  Failing placement within the family 

or First Nation, the social worker would then look for placement within any Nuu-chah-nulth nation.  At all 

times, the child’s First Nation would be kept informed.  The responsibility for ensuring the adoption       

agreement is being complied with rests with the Director of Child Protection. 

When children are removed by the Director of Child Protection from the custody of their Tseshaht parents 

and subsequently placed for adoption with non-aboriginal parents it is tantamount to assimilation.  If a 

Tseshaht child is placed with aboriginal parents who are not Nuu-chah-nulth, that can also be                     

assimilation.  The practice of removing Tseshaht children from parents is a sensitive issue.  For many, it    

reminds them of residential school and the forced loss of language, culture and family. 

Tseshaht is of the view that the Director of Child Protection is failing to ensure the agreement is being       

adhered to in more than one case.  Tseshaht First Nation calls upon the Ministry of Children and Family    

Development and Director of Child Protection to comply with the Nuu-chah-nulth adoption agreement.  We 

will not allow our children to be adopted by non-Tseshaht without our consent. 
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YOUTH CENTRE OPEN 

Starting Monday Oct 7th  
 

Monday – Friday  (6 – 8:30 pm) 11-16 yrs. 

Saturday – (6:30 – 9:30) 13-17 yrs. 

NOTICE: 
Jim Anderson tree service 

will be in the area to          
re-evaluate high priority 
danger trees within our 

community 
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ADVANCED FEDERAL ELECTION VOTING DATES AND TIMES: 

OCTOBER 11, 12, 13, 14 from 9AM TO 9PM at the Alberni Athletic Hall.  
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
• Oct 14 - Administration Office Closed - 

Thanksgiving Day 
• Oct 15 - Committee Elections - 7PM - 

Great Room 
• Oct 16 - BC Transit Information Session 

- 2PM - Great Room 
• Oct 16 - All Candidates Meeting for 

Federal Election  - 7PM - Great Room  
• Oct 18 - Elders Luncheon  - 12PM - 

Great Room 
• Oct 23 - Custom Election Code Meet-

ing - 7PM - Great Room 
• Oct 29 - Custom Election Code Meet-

ing - 7PM - Great Room 
• Nov 2 - Tseshaht AGM - Haahuupayak 

Gym - save the date TBA 
 
• 1st Monday of the month -  Elder’s Chu-

mustup - Great Room - 10 AM-12 PM 
• Wednesdays - Family Center - Women’s 

drop-in - 6:oopm-8:00pm 
• Thursdays - Family Center - Youth drop-in 

- 5:00pm-12:00midnight 
• Fridays - Family Center - Relapse preven-

tion for NA - 6:00pm-8:00pm 
• Saturdays - Family Center - Drop-in Coun-

selling - 5:00pm-12:00midnight 
• Sundays - Family Center - Families effect-

ed by Addiction Support Group - 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

                                                                         

OCT 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

                                                     

ʔAAQINʔAPḥAK? - WHAT ARE YOU DOING? 

 

WHO’S IN THE OFFICE: 

MONDAYS  RCMP JAY/PETE/BETH 

TUESDAYS 1:00PM - 3:00PM NTC HEALTH NURSE FRANCINE 

WEDNESDAYS 1:00PM - 4:00PM PES CLIENTS CHECK-IN REGAN PLEY 

THURSDAYS 1:00PM - 3:00PM NTC HEALTH NURSE FRANCINE 

FRIDAYS    

SEPT 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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“My past is not who I am. 

What happened to me is not 
my identity, 

I am not my behaviours.  

I am the pure spirit knitted by 
the Creator.  

My identity is in my ancestors, 
my culture and my faith in 
who I know I was created to 
be.  

I am Unique.  

I am me.” 

 –Unknown 

Youth Outreach & Counselling @ The Family Center 

 

When: 5:00pm-12:00 midnight 

Who:  Any Youth or Adult  

Wednesdays:  Women’s drop-in 6:00pm-8:00pm 

Thursdays:  Youth drop-in 5:00pm-12:00midnight 

Fridays: Relapse prevention for NA 6:00pm-8:00pm 

Saturdays: Drop-in Counselling 5:00pm-12:00midnight 

Sundays: Families effected by Addiction Support Group 6:00pm-8:00pm 
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Mon, Wed & Fri 

5:00PM - 7:00PM 

Summer Hours starting May 27 
 

Everyone Welcome! 
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1st Monday of the 
month 

10AM - 12PM 
Great Room 

Chumus Potluck 
Everyone Welcome! 

 

(Please note if the 1st Monday 
lands on a holiday we will meet 

the following day) 

 

Elder’s 
Chumustup & Chat 

Dancing Spirit 
Community Dance Practice 

 

Wednesday’s 

@ Cultural Center 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

 

Snacks provided 
Everyone Welcome! 
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Reminder to everyone: 

Be wildlife aware! 

There have been two incidences this past week with 
a very domesticated momma bear around the office 

as well as a cougar sighting between the Tseshaht 
Market and Orange Bridge Cannabis. 

If you encounter wildlife, please get to a safe place, 
being as loud as possible. Then call: 

Conservation at 1-877-952-7277 

TAX EXEMPT 

HYDRO, TELEPHONE, OR CABLE 

 

Your Hydro, Telephone or Cable are tax exempt if you live in the Tseshaht First 
Nation Community and have a status number. 

Leave a copy of your status Card, Hydro, TELUS or Cable (Shaw etc.) at the Ad-
min Office and a letter will be sent to the provider to remove the tax. 

Please contact Jane Jones at 250.724.1225 or email jjones@tseshaht.com . If you 
require further information. 
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TSESHAHT FIRST NATION 

5091 Tsuma-as Drive 
Port Alberni, BC   V9Y 8X9 

T: 250.724.1225 
F: 250.724.4385 

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S !  

www.Tseshaht.com 

tseshaht_first_nation 

Tseshaht First Nation 
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UPDATE GARBAGE PICKUP SCHEDULE 
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It is so hard to believe that we have already started Fall 2019 and are coming into the final 3 months of 2019. As I am 

slowly recovering from strep throat, I wanted to take a moment to remind everyone about how important it is to take 

care of your own personal health and wellbeing during these upcoming months. September was a very busy and 

productive month for Tseshaht First Nation and we expect that continue on right up until our winter break in December. 

Here are some of the projects and initiatives that we have been working on.

BCAFN AGM 

The BC Assembly of First Nations 
AGM took place in Musqueam 
territory from September 18 until 
September 20. Topics discussed 
included: Provincial Commitment 
Document, BC Aboriginal Justice 
Council, BC Utilities Commission, 
Indigenous Languages Legislation, 
AFN Charter Renewal, Federal 
Election, UVIC Reconciliation Art 
Project, Cannabis Legalization and 
Regulation, AFN Chiefs 
Committees, Sustainable 
Economic Development and Fiscal 

Strategy, Climate Change, FN 
Forestry Council, FN Fisheries 
Council, FN Housing Council, FN 
Gaming Commission and other 
updates. Both BCAFN Youth 
Representatives provided their final 
reports as Johnny Hanuse (male 
representative) term ended and 
Angela Charlie resigned from her 
position as female representative. 
Both male and female youth 
representatives are now vacant 
and an expression of interest went 
out to all communities with a 

deadline of October 18, 2019. If you 
know any youth between the ages 
of 16-29 years of age please 
encourage them to consider this 
great opportunity. 

NUU-CHAH-NULTH MEETING WITH  
NATIONAL CHIEF PERRY BELLEGARDE 

An invitation was extended to Assembly of First Na-
tions National Chief Perry Bellegarde to attend the 
Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council AGM in Victoria on 
September 25 and 26. Unfortunately, Mr. Bellegarde 
was unavailable to attend and arrangements were 

made to have a brief meeting following the BCAFN 
AGM. I attended on behalf of Tseshaht First Nation to 
put forward matters that the National Chief could help 
support lobbying efforts with the Federal Government. 
Our specific requests were 1) to assist in lobbying the 
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federal government for increased funding support for 
the expansion of Haa-huu-payak school and in our 
long-term vision to expand into a Kindergarten to 
Grade 12 immersion school. As well as lobby the fed-
eral to review the current funding formulas that they 
currently have in place which restrict on reserve 
schools, including infrastructure funding. 2) Assist 
Tseshaht in lobbying the Ministry of Transport and 
Government of Canada to change the Letters Patent 

to include permanent First Nations representation on 
all Port Authorities in Canada. 3) To assist Tseshaht 
in arranging a meeting with the Minister of Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada immediately following the Fed-
eral Election and to assist with arranging other meet-
ings with Ministers in Ottawa upon request. A formal 
letter was provided to the National Chief outlining 
each of these requests and he was receptive.

UNION OF BC MUNICIPALITIES 

The Union of BC Municipalities 
took place the week of September 
23- 27, 2019. I was asked to speak 
on a panel regarding Financing 

Reconciliation- Supporting Inclu-
sive Governance in British Colum-
bia. Tseshaht First Nation cur-
rently does not have a vote within 
the Alberni Clayoquot Regional 
District. Current policies and 

legislation only allow Nations that 
have a signed Treaty to have a 
vote at the ACRD decision making 
table. The purpose of this panel 

was to encourage 
change to this current co-
lonial practice as we con-
tinue to explore opportu-
nities of reconciliation. 
Representatives from 
Regional Districts and 

First Nations collaboratively spoke 
on the importance of how First Na-
tions must be included in the deci-
sion-making process at Regional 
Districts regardless of if a treaty is 
signed or not. It is my 

understanding that the ACRD and 
other Regional Districts are going 
to continue these lobbying efforts 
and seek approval from the appro-
priate Ministries to make this 
change happen. They have also 
asked if Tseshaht First Nation 
would like to be a ‘pilot’ for this with 
the ACRD if the Ministers would 
like to explore this further. I have 
also added this topic to the 
agenda of our meeting requests 
with Ministers at the upcoming BC 
Cabinet and First Nations Leaders 
Gathering.  

BC GAMING REVENUE SHARING  
WITH FIRST NATIONS 

Council has passed a BCR and submitted all neces-
sary documentation to the limited partnership and are 
expecting to receive the distribution in the very near 
future. As previously discussed we are working to en-
gage staff, council and community to prioritize these 
funds based on the following 6 conditions set by the 
Government; 1.health and wellness, 2.infrastructure, 
safety, transportation and 3.housing,4.economic and 

business development, 5. education, language, cul-
ture and training, 6. community development and en-
vironmental protection, and capacity-building, fiscal 
management and governance. This will be on October 
10th Council agenda for discussion and likely on both 
the Community and AGM agendas as a wish list pri-
oritization exercise. 



 

 
September/October 2019 Tseshaht Chief Councillor’s Report P a g e  | 3 

NTC RECONCILIATION FORUM 

Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council 
received funding to do work on 
Reconciliation on behalf of the Nuu-
chah-nulth Nations. Shana Thomas 
has been the NTC coordinator on 
this work. After many invited to NTC 
and Shana to engage Tseshaht 
community on this topic we were 
able to have an engagement 
session on September 21, 2019 as 
that was the only availability before 
the NTC Reconciliation Forum in 
Victoria. There was not a huge 
turnout from community with the 
short notice but feedback was 
provided to Shana and the NTC 
through this forum, previous forums 
and in writing from Tseshaht First 
Nation. Our biggest concern that we 

continue to express to the Nuu-
chah-nulth Tribal Council is that 
Nuu-chah-nulth is not a Nation, and 
the Nation-to- Nation relationship 
expressed by both Provincial and 
Federal parties only exists with 

Tseshaht First Nation directly and 
not the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal 
Council. There are opportunities 
when we can speak collectively as 
Nuu-chah-nulth but Tseshaht wants 
to make it clear that we are the 
Tseshaht title and rights holder for 
our territory, not the Nuu-chah-nulth 
Tribal Council and as such they are 
not to negotiate on our behalf. 
Another concern was that the 
intended purpose of this work on 
reconciliation at the Tribal Council 
level was to focus on how do we 
reconcile within our communities 
and within our Nuu-chah-nulth 
Nations. We will provide the report 
from this work to our community 
when it is available from NTC. 

NTC AGM 

The Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council AGM took place in 
Tsawout territory (Victoria) on September 25th and 
26th. It was a very productive couple of days where 
many heavy and difficult conversations were had as 
the theme this year was homelessness. We had many 
great presentations from external and internal organi-
zations. It was stated that we as Nuu-chah-nulth need 
to have a strategy to address homelessness for our 
Nuu-chah-nulth members. A forum to discuss this 
strategy will take place in November and Tseshaht 

has offered to host. There were also a number of chal-
lenges put forward to have communities take part in 
addressing this. Many Nations put forward $1000.00 
to donate to the cause and a challenge was put for-
ward for October 24th to grab a blanket and sleep out-
side to raise awareness of this matter in Port Alberni. 
People are encouraged to donate blankets, food, 
money, clothing or even just their time to raise aware-
ness on homelessness.  

TSOW-TUN LE LUM 

An Expression of Interest was 
provided to Tsow-Tun Le Lum 
regarding the outcome of our 
community vote on this matter as 
well as outlining the concerns that 
were put forward by our community 
members. Our community members 

encouraged that a highest and best 
use study completed for that land 
before any decision is made on how 
that land will be used and an 
application for funding was 
submitted to do that work. There 
were also concerns shared about 
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upgrade costs for services, 
employment opportunities for our 
members, board representation for 
Tseshaht, housing needs for our 

members, highway safety, providing 
an opportunity for the neighbours to 
engage, among others. We have 
not received a response from Tsow- 

Tun Le Lum at this time and will be 
sure to update when we do. 

2019 FEDERAL ELECTION 

The federal election date is October 21, 2019 and we 
tried our hardest to get an all candidates forum to offer 
an opportunity for our community members to engage 
with all of the candidates. Gord Johns-NDP, Byron 
Horner- Conservative, 
Sean Wood- Green 
Party, Jonah Gowans- 
Liberal, Barbara Biley-
Marxist Leninist. Unfor-
tunately, we were una-
ble to secure dates with 
a number of the candi-
dates as their campaign 
schedules had already 
been quite full. We 

strongly encourage all of our Tseshaht members to 
practice their right to vote in this election. There are 
many people who fought to have this right for us as 
Tseshaht people and it is up to us to continue to exer-

cise this right to vote. Please 
take the time to education 
yourself and your family on 
the platforms of these candi-
dates as whichever party is 
elected and which MP is ap-
pointed in our riding directly 
impacts our work and efforts 
as a Nation. Voting infor-
mation is also available at the 
Welcome Center. 

OTHER ITEMS… 

Tseshaht Women’s Declaration – a meeting to continue this work needs to be rescheduled. 

Council Quarterly Reports –next report scheduled for Fall 2019.  

Council Cooks for the Community – a date will be set for Fall 2019. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 Council Meetings October 10 and October 17 
 Community Meeting October 15 

 

 First Nations Summit - October (Hugh attending) 
 Tseshaht AGM November 2  

 

 

 

 

 


