
 

 

Mural will depict the creation story of Tseshaht First Nation 

Written by: SUSIE QUINN Aug. 11, 2020 6:00 a.m. 

Port Alberni artist Shayne Lloyd has started to work on his ‘building 
relationships’ mural on the side of the Canadian Maritime 
Engineering building. 

“It’s good to finally lay down the colour,” Lloyd said on Friday, Aug. 7—the first week of a three
-week process. He started on Aug. 4 by sketching in an outline of his mural, which will be a 
collage of images depicting the history of Tseshaht First Nation. He painted a number of Nuu-
chah-nulth words on the backdrop as well. His mural will represent the landscape prior to 
colonization and industrialization. 

Lloyd has collaborated with renowned Indigenous artists Tim Paul and Gordon Dick on his 
mural. He has also consulted with Tseshaht First Nation members, because the building on 
which he is painting is located on Tseshaht hereditary land.  

Lloyd collaborated with Dick and Paul on the murals’ conception. Lloyd and Paul have already 
collaborated on one mural, along with Cecil Dawson, on the side of Archie Zanolli’s building 
(the whale mural on the side of the building on lower Johnston Road). Lloyd and Paul were 
working on a blueprint of a totem pole when Lloyd said he was interested in putting his name 
in for what was then being billed as a reconciliation mural. 
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“I came up with a mockup. I just kept bouncing ideas off Tim and Gord, and Gord in the later 
stages has been a big help in terms of making sure a lot of the form line is actually true to 
Tseshaht First Nations artwork. A lot of the ovoids and spirit lines actually represent the 
artwork as they would be used in their true form.” 

Some of the images in the mural depict the Tseshaht’s creation story, Lloyd said. 

“Tseshaht refers to a great whaling people,” Tseshaht Manager of Natural Resources Darrell 
Ross explained, and “Tseshaht” translates as ‘people from a smelly place,’ reflecting that they 
were such successful whale hunters that the Tseshaht village reeked of dead whales. 

The Tseshaht creation story is based in the Broken Group Islands. At one point there were five 
different First Nations that amalgamated to create Tseshaht. “So the five people and the five 
wolves represent that,” Lloyd said. Orcas transform into wolves, “so that’s why there are five 
wolves.” 

There are going to be five drums, and the Tseshaht will select five elders to be depicted in the 
circles. 

There is a feather on the right side of the mural that will include a collage of contemporary 
dancers, singers and drummers. 



 

 

PAGE 3 

 

This week, Nuu-chah-nulth words are visible on the wall, but they will disappear as the mural 
progresses. 

“When doing a big-scale mural, I am now doing what is basically called a scribble method. 
That method can be totally random marks and such. Because of the importance of this mural, 
when working with Corey Anderson of the Tseshaht First Nation, I said give me a list of First 
Nations words in writing, and I’ll write that on the walls. It will be a backdrop layer of 
positivity that this mural can be based on. “ 

While the words are visible at the beginning of the process, it is Lloyd’s intent to cover them 
up completely, so they will become part of the artwork. 

“A lot of the words in there are actual First Nations words and sayings quite relevant to the 
scene. ‘We are all one’ is the big phrase on the bottom; chief; wolf; I actually have a list of 
them. A lot of the elements in the mural, say drum, mountain, moon, sun, star, community, 
orca, canoe. A lot of phrases that are included visually in there, they translated for me.” 

It was a challenge to sketch them on the brick wall at first, because the scissor lift didn’t have 
a full charge, he said. “I had to paint it backwards, so spreading the words in reverse of a 
dialect I don’t understand, which was very challenging.” 

Lloyd was the successful applicant for the mural project more than a year ago, when it was 
billed as a reconciliation art project. However, all bids received were more expensive than 
what the sponsoring group, Arrowsmith Rotary, anticipated—so some fundraising needed to 
be done before the mural could proceed. 

He will spend three weeks working on his mural: the first week was layout, the second week is 
for colour work, and the third week for details. 

Members of the public are welcome to come down and watch Lloyd as he paints the mural for 
the next couple of weeks. Work is progressing quickly. Arrowsmith Rotary is still holding its 
Brick by Brick fundraising campaign to cover the estimated $50,000 cost of the mural. 

To purchase a brick for $25, reach out to arrowsmithrotaryclub@gmail.com or visit the 
Arrowsmith Rotary Facebook page. Orders can also be placed in person at INEO Employment 
Services and Swale Rock Cafe (both on Argyle Street). 

mailto:arrowsmithrotaryclub@gmail.com
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ATTENTION TSESHAHT ELECTORS 
 

NOMINATIONS: 

To nominate a candidate for Council by mail, at least two forms are required: 

1. The Mail-in Nomination Form. 
This form has a section for someone to second the nomination you are making; please ensure that this 
is completed. 

2. The Mail-in Voter ID Declaration to Nominate a Candidate. 
This form is absolutely required for all nominators and seconders to complete and send to the 
Electoral Officer in support of your nomination. Because your nomination is not being made in person 
where the EO can see your identification or otherwise have confidence that you are a registered 
elector, you need to provide some form of evidence that you have the right to nominate someone for 
your Council. The Witness Declaration portion at the bottom of this form is further evidence that you 
have this right. 
The seconder listed on your Mail-in Nomination Form must also complete a Mail-in 
Voter ID Declaration Form to include with your nomination and your Voter ID 
Declaration Form. Your seconder may submit their Voter ID Declaration Form together 
with your nomination or separately in the stamped, self-addressed envelope they 
received in their own package.  

All these forms need to be submitted for your nomination to be accepted. You can mail your 
forms to the EO using the stamped, self-addressed envelope that is included in the package that was sent 
to you. If you did not receive a Notice of Nomination Meeting package, please contact the EO. 

Electors can nominate up to two candidates. You may copy the forms included in your package. 
Nominators can scan and email forms to the EO or send them back in the stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. The deadline for getting all forms is 12:00 midnight on Thursday, September 3, 
2020. 

The in-person Nomination Meeting will take place Friday September 4, 2020 at 5:30 pm for 
no less than two hours or until such time as all nominations from electors present have 
been received. 

 As per the 2004 Tseshaht Custom Election Code, section 36. 

36. The Electoral Officer shall open the nomination meeting for a minimum of two hours or until 
such time as all nominations from electors present have been received, which ever shall last occur 
and, thereafter, the meeting may be closed at the direction of the Electoral Officer. 

If you have any questions, please contact the EO by phone: 250.723.8802 or by email: 
maggie_paquet@telus.net. 

Maggie Paquet, Electoral Officer 
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Haven Gus - Communications Summer Student 

My name is Haven Gus, I am from Tseshaht. My parents are Tina Sam and Geoff Gus. I am 
16 years old and am going into my senior year of high school at ADSS. I am excited to be 
returning to the Tseshaht band office as a Communications Summer Student.  

After graduation I hope to travel the world as much as possible and to pursue a career in 
forensic psychology.  

I am endlessly thankful for this opportunity to learn. 

Neve Watts - Communications Summer Student 

Hello everyone, I am ƛ’isiiyuʔaqs, my name is Neve Watts. I am a 15 year old Grade 10 ADSS 
student. I am from Tseshaht First Nation, my parents are Richard Harry Watts and Robyn 
Samuel. My grandparents are Richard and Faith Watts and Wally and Donna Samuel. 

I am happy to say I am working at the Tseshaht First Nation as a summer student to help 
complete a survey to assist in the barriers to employment for our youth. 

I look forward to connecting with our membership. 
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Jagmeet Singh calls for ‘systemic change ’ for policing 
during Port Alberni visit  
ELENA RARDON Aug. 16, 2020 4:45 p.m. 
 

The leader of the federal New 
Democratic Party is calling for a 
systemic change for policing after 
meeting with the family of a young 
Indigenous woman who was shot and 
killed by police. 

On Sunday, Aug. 16, Jagmeet Singh 
travelled to Port Alberni, B.C. on 
Vancouver Island, to meet with a 
number of Indigenous leaders. At the 
Best Western Plus Barclay Hotel, Singh 
and Courtenay-Alberni MP Gord Johns also took time to meet with the family of Chantel 
Moore. 

Moore, a Tla-o-qui-aht woman who used to live in Port Alberni, died in June after she was shot 
by police during a wellness check in Edmundston, N.B. Moore had recently moved to the small 
town to be closer to her six-year-old daughter and her mother. 

A statement from the Edmundston Police Force says Moore was holding a knife and making 
threats, but friends and family members have questioned the use of force in her death. 

“When violence is perpetrated against Indigenous people, it is dehumanizing the value of 
Indigenous lives,” said Singh on Sunday. “Today, I really want to highlight that the killing of 
Chantel Moore was the killing of a daughter. This was the killing of a granddaughter. Chantel 
was a mom and her daughter asks about her every day. I think it’s so important for us to 
remember the human value and worth of Indigenous people.” 

Singh has committed to Moore’s family that he will continue to fight for an independent 
investigation into her death, but he also says that a systemic change is needed. 

“There is no imaginable explanation to, in any way, ever justify why a wellness check would 
result in the death of somebody,” said Singh. “We’ve seen health-care and mental health 
checks result in deaths as well, so there needs to be a systemic change in policing. If someone 
needs a wellness check, we need to look at health-care workers responding. We need to look 

at other responses so that people are never put in 
danger and their lives are never taken.” 

Moore’s mother, Martha Martin, attended the 
meeting on Sunday by video conference. Last week, 
the family filed official complaints with the New 
Brunswick Police Commission against two police 
officers. 

“The sad thing about that is there are no Indigenous 
people on that complaints commision,” said Dr. 

https://www.albernivalleynews.com/author/elena-rardon/


 

 

Judith Sayers, president of the Nuu-chah-nulth 
Tribal Council and a spokesperson for Moore’s 
family. “How much trust can we have in those 
kinds of institutions?” 

Both Singh and Sayers emphasized on Sunday 
that Indigenous people need to be involved in 
investigations when it comes to Indigenous 
victims of police violence. 

“People right now don’t believe that there is 
justice,” said Singh. “That someone can take 
someone’s life and then can continue to work 
in the same police force—that’s painful. That 

makes people feel scared, feel unsafe.” 

Singh is also calling for an end to racial profiling in policing. 

“There is clearly evidence of systemic racism in policing,” he said. “We know Indigenous 
people are stopped disproportionately, they’re arrested disproportionately. Often these stops 
are based on no evidence.” 

The province of British Columbia has promised 
to take a look at updating the province’s Police 
Act, but Sayers said on Sunday that she wants to 
see an “immediate” change. 

“That takes too long,” she said. “These are 
things that can be remedied immediately—
changing wellness checks to having trauma-
informed teams instead of police. We’re 
demanding that there be a response by the 
government to address those things 
immediately, because they can.” 

Later on Sunday, Singh also took time to meet 
with members of Tseshaht First Nation on their reserve, discussing everything from police 
brutality to COVID-19 response. His last scheduled stop in Port Alberni was a meeting with Cliff 
Atleo, chair of the Council of Ha’wiih (Nuu-chah-nulth Hereditary Chiefs) to discuss fishing 
rights. 
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“My past is not who I am. 

What happened to me is not 
my identity, 

I am not my behaviours.  

I am the pure spirit knitted by 
the Creator.  

My identity is in my ancestors, 
my culture and my faith in 
who I know I was created to 
be.  

I am Unique.  

I am me.” 

 –Unknown 

“Hey everyone I am still here!” 
 

Youth Outreach & Counselling with Linda Pelech 

Online: https://doxy.me/lindapelech 

Phone: 250.720.3091 

When: 5:00pm-12:00 midnight 

Who:  Any Youth or Adult  

Wednesdays - Sundays 

https://doxy.me/lindapelech?fbclid=IwAR0I2HJlzKMM5m7HcQcWWW_KSitmAhB1vDJxDpydktNMtK1nakd7xJo0GQY
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https://www.fnha.ca/Documents/FNHA-COVID-19-Phase-Three-Infographic.pdf
https://www.fnha.ca/Documents/FNHA-How-to-Wear-Your-Non-Medical-Mask-Infographic.pdf
https://www.fnha.ca/Documents/FNHA-COVID-19-Mask-Infographic.pdf
https://www.fnha.ca/Documents/FNHA-Harm-Reduction-and-COVID-19-Postcards.pdf
https://www.fnha.ca/about/news-and-events/news/are-your-childrens-immunizations-up-to-date
https://www.fnha.ca/about/news-and-events
www.fnha.ca/coronavirus
https://www.fnha.ca/what-we-do/communicable-disease-control/coronavirus/public
https://www.fnha.ca/what-we-do/communicable-disease-control/coronavirus/health-professionals
https://www.fnha.ca/what-we-do/communicable-disease-control/coronavirus/community-leaders
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https://www.fnha.ca/Documents/FNHA_Programs_Compendium.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Racism%20Survey%20Deadline%20FNHA%20Programs%20and%20Services%20Guide%20Aboriginal%20Head%20Start%20On%20Reserve%20Resources%20Water%20Event%20Grant%20Opportunity%20Community%20Climate%20Preparedness%20Workshop%20and%20more&utm_content=Racism%20Survey%20Deadline%20FNHA%20Programs%20and%20Services%20Guide%20Aboriginal%20Head%20Start%20On%20Reserve%20Resources%20Water%20Event%20Grant%20Opportunity%20Community%20Climate%20Preparedness%20Workshop%20and%20more%2BVersion%2BA%2BCID_f0ee1a933853fdaecf5d99f36dfb310d&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Download%20the%20guide
http://www.fnha.ca/wildfire
https://www.fnha.ca/about/news-and-events/news/our-community-our-water-grant-opportunity
https://www.fnhanewslettersignup.ca
https://www.fnha.ca/about/news-and-events/news/fnha-launches-mobile-app
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Please note the Council motion, July 16, 2020: 
Tseshaht declares that the Tseshaht First Nation visitor cabins in the Broken Group Islands 
are closed for community and public use with the exception of the beach keeper cabin for 
operational use.  

The health and safety of our community and members remains a priority for Tseshaht First 
Nation during this pandemic. We are making every effort to uphold all Provincial Public Health 
Orders and safety measures to ensure the health and safety of our community. 

At this time all Tseshaht First Nation facilities - including the visitor cabins in the Broken 
Group Islands remain closed. The beach keeper cabin remains open for operational use of 
Beach Keeper staff only. 

We are working to ensure that all necessary steps are taken to reduce the risk of spreading 
COVID-19. It is important that we consider the regulations set out by the BC Centre for 
Disease Control to manage any risks when visiting the Broken Group Islands. 

The following safety measures have been put in place for any Tseshaht First Nation members 
visiting the Broken Group Islands: 

• Provide trip details to Dave Rolston via email only at drolston@tseshaht.com 

• Key contact name/phone number for group 

• Provide a list of all names/phone numbers for individuals in your group 

• Provide date/duration of visit 

• Maintain social distancing when necessary (2 meters/ 6 feet) from other guests 

• Wash hands with soap and water regularly or use hand sanitizer if soap and water are 
not available. 

We thank you for your cooperation and efforts to help maintain the health and safety of our 
community. 
If you have any questions, please contact Dave Rolston at 250.731.5688 
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Reminder to everyone: 

Be wildlife aware! 

If you encounter wildlife, please get to a safe place, 
being as loud as possible. Then call: 

Conservation at 1-877-952-7277 

TAX EXEMPT 

HYDRO, TELEPHONE, OR CABLE 

 

Your Hydro, Telephone or Cable are tax exempt if you live in the Tseshaht First 
Nation Community and have a status number. 

Leave a copy of your status Card, Hydro, TELUS or Cable (Shaw etc.) at the Ad-
min Office and a letter will be sent to the provider to remove the tax. 

Please contact Jane Jones at 250.724.1225 or email jjones@tseshaht.com . If you 
require further information. 
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TSESHAHT FIRST NATION 

5091 Tsuma-as Drive 
Port Alberni, BC   V9Y 8X9 

T: 250.724.1225 
F: 250.724.4385 

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S !  

www.Tseshaht.com 

tseshaht_first_nation 

Tseshaht First Nation 
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HUGH BRAKER 

COVID-19 Pandemic Update 
Current Situation 

BC had 85 NEW COVID-19 cases yesterday.  This is 
the third highest one-day new case total since the pan-
demic started.  It is the highest one-day new case total 
since April 25.  There are 531 active COVID-19 cases 
in BC with 8 cases in hospital and 5 in critical condition.  
Vancouver Island health region has two new cases and 
continues to have lower than average new cases in BC.  
196 people have died in BC from COVID-19 since the 
start of the pandemic in March.  

This new spike in cases comes two weeks after the BC 
long weekend.  The majority of new cases are now 
young people in the Lower Mainland and the majority 
of new cases are linked to large events both indoors 
and outdoors.  However, not all are linked to large 
events.  Several bars and restaurants are being linked 
to COVID-19 cases and, it is worth noting, that a retail 
store is linked to COVID-19 cases. 

The United States continues to average 1,300 covid-
19 deaths per day. 

Tseshaht response 
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
priority of the Tseshaht Emergency Operations Centre 
(EOC) has been the protection of members.  In partic-
ular, the protection of vulnerable Tseshaht members 
such as the elderly, those in frail health and those with 

compromised immune systems.  That will continue to 
be our focus.   

The Tseshaht EOC attends a conference call/Zoom 
call with Emergency Management BC, Indigenous 
Services Canada, First Nations Health Authority, 
Emergency Management BC, Ministry of Indigenous 
Services and Reconciliation BC and all Vancouver Is-
land First Nations.  We also attend another conference 
call/Zoom call every two weeks with Emergency Man-
agement BC, Medical specialists, Island Health and all 
towns, regional districts, First Nations and others on 
Vancouver Island.  Both calls are to address the 
COVID-19 crisis.  At those meetings Tseshaht EOC 
learns what proper steps should be taken and the 
Tseshaht EOC is able to ask the medical specialists 
any questions we have. Throughout the entire pan-
demic the Tseshaht EOC has been guided by recom-
mendations from medical experts.   

In March the Tseshaht EOC declared a State of Emer-
gency on Tseshaht lands effective until June 30, 2020.   
It is probable that the Provincial State of Emergency 
does not apply on reserve.  The Tseshaht State of 
Emergency was extended to the end of July and then 
again extended until the end of September, 2020.  It 
remains in effect.   

On Thursday, August 13, I met with the principal of 
Haahuupayak.  We discussed the opening of the 
school and the COVID-19 prevention measures.  I was 
relieved that the school administration is taking 
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extensive precautions to prevent any spread of 
COVID-19 and to protect the students, staff and the 
Tseshaht community.  The measures being taken by 
Haahuupayak are extensive.   

The Tseshaht public buildings all remain either closed 
or on limited access.  Maht Mahs is closed as are the 
Long House, Youth Centre and Family Centre.  The 
gym is limited in the number of people that can go in 
and they are asked to clean regularly.   The Cultural 
Centre remains closed.  The Dam in open but we ask 
people to socially distance.  The playgrounds are 
open; HOWEVER, parents must take responsibility if 
their children are playing in the playgrounds.   We do 
not have the staff or the funds to pay someone to con-
stantly sanitize each piece of equipment in each of our 
three playgrounds.  If your child is playing in one of the 
playgrounds, we ask the parents to make sure the 
equipment is clean.   

The Tseshaht Administration building remains closed 
to the public.  Staff are working in the office on a rota-
tional basis.  Questions about the administration can 
be directed to Darren Mead-Miller.  The best way to 
get a hold of all Tseshaht staff is via email.  

Tseshaht Community meetings remain cancelled until 
Health Authorities say it is safe to hold them.  Council 
meetings are held where councillors socially distance 
as much as possible.  All Tseshaht Elders lunches and 
trips remain cancelled until further notice.  Whether 
there is a Tseshaht Community Christmas dinner this 
year will depend on the pandemic. 

Tseshaht should be receiving more money to deal with 
the COVID-19 pandemic within the next few weeks.   
The Federal Minister announced the further funding 
two days ago but the details are still being worked out.  
We do not yet know how much money Tseshaht will 
receive or if it will have conditions.   

I understand that the Elections Officer has set the date 
for the Tseshaht Election for October 17.  In March the 
Tseshaht EOC recommended, among many other 
things, a delay of the election.   That was in keeping 
with advice from BC medical staff at that time.  Since 
March the number of new infections has gone down.  
In addition, the government has issued guidelines on 
how to conduct elections during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  The election will go ahead October 17 BUT 
with the implementation of COVID-19 restrictions.  IF 
there is a second wave of COVID-19 or a strong up-
swing in COVID-19 cases on Vancouver Island, it is 
always possible that the election could be further de-
layed.  Tseshaht was, of course, not the only jurisdic-
tion to delay its election.   Many other First Nations did 
the same and some municipalities and districts in BC 
also delayed by-elections.  Since June, some First Na-
tions have begun to have elections again.  The EOC 
will continue to monitor infection rates and the advice 
of medical officers. 

We will report to Tseshaht again as needed.  

-Hugh Braker,  

Tseshaht EOC Deputy Director.  

KEN WATTS 

As it has been several months since my last update on 
the portfolios, I would like to share the following pro-
jects, initiatives, or portfolios I have been working on 
recently and will work on to advance.   

Councillor Projects/ Initiatives/ 
Portfolio/ Lead update 

Gaming Revenue implementation 
Somass Hall – We are excited that there will be small 
ceremony at the hall and it will be torn down this fall. 

We are applying for a large grant to build a new hall. 
This was identified as a priority by members in the wish 
list exercise and supported by the finance committee 
and council. 

Longhouse – Renovations for this building was also 
identified as a priority for better utilization and we hope 
before the end of the calendar year we will renovate to 
provide better circulation, better soil/dirt/clay flooring, 
new lighting an external building for a bathroom, small 
kitchen and table and chairs storage. 
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Clutesi Haven Marina 
I recently reached out to the Port Alberni Port Authority 

(PAPA) and the City of Port Alberni again to explore 

opportunities for Tseshaht presence through creating a 

food truck market at Clutesi Haven after seeing the 

three trucks on the highway near the golf course. We 

are happy to make progressive steps forward with po-

tential investments for artwork, improving the appear-

ance of the area and more. Please stay tuned as the 

space is utilized more and Tseshaht has more of a 

presence in the area as more work will be done this 

summer and beyond. 

Sproat School 
As previously mentioned, community has given the Na-

tion the mandate with developments based on the high-

est and best use study for the site which outlined resi-

dential and commercial or mixed use for the site. A po-

tential partner is being explored with a financial and le-

gal review being undertaken at this time of a partner-

ship to develop market housing with duplex and apart-

ment buildings on the school site geared towards for-

profit/market housing as an economic venture. How-

ever, given recent construction of mew apartment 

buildings in Port Alberni the market demand need may 

decline and we may have to pursue other commer-

cial/residential developments as approved by commu-

nity. Stay tuned for developments of this project as re-

zoning and other prep work carries on. 

Tourism Action Plan 
Tourism has been identified by community numerous 

times as a priority and we received funds to hire a con-

sultant to develop an action plan (copies available by 

emailing kenwatts@tseshaht.com). We have now iden-

tified a funding opportunity to help implement the action 

plan and implement the creation of new tourism oppor-

tunities including canoe tours along the river, long-

house visits, Broken Group Island canoe tours and 

Keith Island Cabin rentals. Please stay tuned as we 

work with partners to apply for this large grant. 

Tseshaht Market 
New business development 

Tseshaht Market staff and the board of directors have 

heard loud and clear that members would like to utilize 

the space more, that we must discuss creating new op-

portunities and that we should be prepared to start new 

ventures given the impacts that events like COVID-19 

can have on business. The board has identified the fol-

lowing opportunities as options and will be exploring 

these soon: 

1. a beer and wine/liquor store  

2. a franchise (restaurant)  

3. kiosks/food trucks or other rental space 

4. campground behind the market 

Community engagement and mandate will be required 

in terms of the liquor store due to the sensitive nature 

of this industry. 

Fuel supply 
The Market board is also beginning initial preparation 

along with the Market Manager for the evaluation of po-

tential fuel supply companies as our agreement with 

Fas Gas ends in 2021. 

Business increasing 
As you may have noticed with the economy picking 

back up and tourism increasing on the West Coast, 

business at the Market has also rebounded since the 

COVID-19 pandemic began in March. While there were 

several months of low traffic, business is turning 

around, and we had a success July. Thanks to man-

agement, staff and board for all of their work. 

Basketball Court 
Community members identified the desire to see a new 

full-size outdoor basketball court so we have created 

potential space at the old Peake Hall/band office site 

as potential area. We have found potential funds to ap-

ply for to build such a court along with a roof, bleachers 

and space that would be able to be utilized all year 

round, with new opportunities for summer outdoor tour-

naments. Please stay tuned as we apply for these 

funds.  
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ALR Catalyst Waterfront 
Lands (“old airport lands”) 

Although the highest and best use study was done for 

these lands, previous community meetings had dia-

logue around potential selling these lands. I personally 

am not in favour of selling any of our territories to some-

one else but that is not my decision to be made. The 

difficulty is that almost all of the land is in the Agricul-

tural Land Reserve (ALR) which has a very specific le-

gal requirements of what can and cannot be done on 

these lands. Potential agricultural opportunities may 

arise that may provide employment, lower financial re-

turns but more opportunities for food security to assist 

in feeding our people when needed. 

Landfill 
As previously mentioned in the prior update we have 

received over $100,000 to do our own research on the 

impacts of the landfill by reviewing previous research, 

analyzing, simplifying and determining what further re-

search will be required. We received a referral for the 

Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District (ACRD) applica-

tion to merge their tenures at the landfill into one and 

advocated and lobbied to ensure Tseshaht’s voice was 

heard. The goal of our research is to determine impacts 

on the land, air, waterways and health of our people 

and provide that report to Tseshaht and government as 

the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District (ACRD) makes 

plans for the future of the current landfill. We will share 

the outcome of this report once completed. 

RCMP LOE  
(or other agreement) 

I will be working with our staff to negotiate a new Letter 

of Expectation or similar agreement with the RCMP to 

ensure we have a good working relationship that is 

based on Tseshaht priorities. 

Cannabis 
Although our store had difficult times during COVID-19 

at the beginning, profits have been increasing and we 

will continue to explore cultivation as community di-

rected previously. We continue to discuss issues with 

the provincial licensing system, and I am happy to an-

nounce my personal appointment by the First Nations 

Summit to the BC First Nations Cannabis Working 

Group.  

Seaweed and Oyster 
As PAPA has created the new food hub at the old Port 

Fish/Alberni Ice plant with many different companies, 

two of those businesses have reached out Tseshaht to 

explore potential partnerships in oyster aquaculture 

and seaweed. We will continue to simply explore this 

opportunity over the coming months. 

 

 




