
Message from the Executive Director to Administrative Staff 

Hi All 
Thank you all for giving your best to continue serving the Community 
through this unprecedented time – you truly reflect Tseshaht spirit.   
I want to provide an update for our effort to minimize the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Our effort has given the EOC reason to review administration’s position on a 
go-forward basis. As a result of the review, administration has been given approval to return to 
regular operations and will return to regular office hours for staff only beginning Tuesday, September 
8

th
.  The building will remain closed to public until the COVID-19 pandemic presents less risk.   

We continue to follow the direction of the EOC and B.C.’s Public Health Officer and make decisions 
for the workplace based on this direction.  If transmission of COVID-19 increases, we may re-
introduce restrictive measures such as pausing of programs and services etc. We also continue to 
assess risk and identify specific conditions where potential exposure may occur.  Based on these 
assessments, we continue to implement controls to prevent exposure to COVID-19 including the 
following: 

• Administration building remains closed to public

• Public buildings such as Maht Mahs (including kitchen), Youth Center, Cultural Center and Family
Center remain closed 

• Continue physical distancing measures such as limiting the number of people in washrooms,
coffee room and Great room 

• Providing additional hand sanitizing stations

• Continue cleaning protocol for common areas and high touch surfaces

• Continue limiting all non-essential travel in and out of the community including staff business travel

Staff that have one symptom of COVID-19 (fever, cough or difficulty breathing), or even mild 
symptoms, should stay home to avoid spreading illness to others 

Thank you all for your continued effort as we move cautiously forward through uncharted waters – 
stay safe!
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ATTENTION TSESHAHT ELECTORS 

NOMINATIONS: 

Electors are reminded that mail in nominations must be received by the Electoral Officer no later 
than the close of the nomination meeting, Monday September 14, 2020 at 7:00 pm. 

NOMINATION MEETING: 

DUE TO COVID-19 CONCERNS, the Nomination Meeting will be conducted at the Administration 
Building in a drive-by fashion, similar to fish distribution, on Monday September 14, 2020 starting at 
5:00 PM. The Nomination Meeting will be open for a minimum of 2 hours, continuing until the line of 
nominators ends. 

Nominations can be made by driving up to the front entrance of the Administration Building and 
submitting a completed mail in nomination form to the Electoral Officer (both sides). If you don’t have 
a form you may collect a blank form from staff at the entrance to the parking lot.  

The Electoral Officer (or Deputy EO) will review nomination forms as they are submitted for 
completeness and update the list of nominees as necessary. 

Members who wish to witness the meeting may do so by standing in one of the clearly defined 
witness areas located near the front entrance, following strict physical distancing and sanitization 
protocol. ALL witnesses MUST wear a mask. 
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Laying the Somass Hall to Rest 

A Call for Pictures and Stories - deadline September 15, 2020 

On Monday, September 28
th
, at approximately 9:00 am the demolition crew will start tearing down 

the Somass Hall. For over 4 generations, “The Hall”, as it was fondly known, was the heart beat for 
everyone who visited the Tseshaht territory. Weddings, lahal, potlatches, band events, haahuupayak 
graduation ceremonies, treaty meetings, dance practices, youth groups and much more were 
constant events.  

Over the past few months, exterminators have been working at reducing the rodent population to a 
very small number and we have reached a point where risk of rodents fleeing to nearby buildings is 
very minimal. 

A memories bookletof the Somass Hall is being prepared. If you have pictures or a favorite story, 
please contact Melissa at the band office 250.724.1225. She will scan the picture and give it right 
back to you. If you prefer you can also email them to her at community@tseshaht.com keeping in 
mind the deadline is Tuesday September 15, 2020. 

Pamphlets will be given out to attendees as well we will send extra copies in the next newsletter. 

Planning strategies for COVID, visiting homes for ideas on brushings and cleansings, as well as 
recalling past events have now been completed.  

COVID will allow only Tseshaht members to witness this event. There will be a live stream on 
Facebook for all others.  

Parking attendants will help with parking. 

 “Greeters” will remind attendees of hand sanitation, showing which direction to follow and where 
your family members should stand. Chairs will be available for elders. 

We will also have a person writing down all the names of people attending, in order to document 
attendance as well as COVID tracing should we have concern of an outbreak. 

Signs will show where the coffee is served on trays (by coffee servers only) 

Brushers will start brushing at 
approximately 6:30 am.  

Please email Jessica  
(jessica.b.sault@gmail.com) if you want to 
volunteer for: 

• Parking(3)

• Greeter(3)

• Write down names (2)

• Coffee Servers (3)  Coffee will be
from Tim Hortons

• COVID stations (3) hand
sanitizers, gloves, masks

Plans for a new hall are in the early 
talking stages and community 
members will be given updates in the 
future. 

Thank you for sharing such wonderful stories with me. ~ Jessica Sault 

Somass Hall - 2020 
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yaaʔakukʷin ʔuuʔuukʷaʔatḥ (we love our language) 

ʔaaqinʔapitḥasuu (What were you all doing?) 

Language Team Update 

Language Strategy was adopted by community March 2020. 

• We had 5 Tseshaht learners attending an online language intensive course offered by
Adam Werle, this opportunity was promoted at our online class.

• Our last project for FirstVoices 2019-2020 posted approximately 1800 sound files of words
and phrases from the t’aat’aaqsapa dictionary. Check out FirstVoices.com to see the
additions we have been making to our archive.

• Grant, Data Tech, was interviewed by Rising Voices – they are doing short series on
indigenous from Latin America they interviewed group looking at us for ideas, they are
linking up indigenous groups for learning from each other using our program and projects
as an example

• Dawn, Language Coordinator sat on the a committee with the Canadian Heritage to review
language funding proposals for communities outside of B.C..

• We added a new team member Jocelyn Dick as our Data Tech/Archive trainee.

• We were successful with all of our funding applications this year and have received
funding from FirstVoices, First Peoples Cultural Council – B.C. Language Initiative, First
Peoples Cultural Council – Indigenous Language Grant (previously Aboriginal Language
Initiative) to operate our program this year.

• Online language classes over the summer were held every Thursday at 1:00pm. This
class will be held Fridays at 12:00 starting September 11

th
.

• Created short videos as learning resources posted on our Facebook page and Youtube
page. Most recently weather, greetings, and going for a walk videos.

• Created signage for at the dam and around the community.

• Working on a stop sign project to have signage on our roads in our language designed and
installed

• Tseshaht language program is supporting its own Mentor-Apprentice team Kathaleen
Good and Angie Joe, who have a unique opportunity where a language speaker and
learner are living together so can safely participate in a MA program. They have completed
40 hours so far.

• Currently Recording with Willard Gallic and Lena Ross, working with Willard over the
phone and internet because of Covid restrictions.

• This year’s FirstVoices project will see an addition 1000 words and phrases along with
audio from a first words document - the team is currently reviewing the archive to cross
reference.

• The whole team has been involved in FirstVoices training webinars for the month of
September.

Join our Facebook page Tseshaht Language and join or Friday noon language class link will be 
posted on Facebook.  
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WHAT KIND OF   

COMMUNICATIONS   
CAN YOU EXPECT   

TO RECEIVE? 

 Newsletters 

 Urgent Bulletins 

 Community Engagement/Meeting 

Notices 

 Community Events Information 

 & More! 
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“My past is not who I am. 

What happened to me is not 
my identity, 

I am not my behaviours. 

I am the pure spirit knitted by 
the Creator.  

My identity is in my ancestors, 
my culture and my faith in 
who I know I was created to 
be.  

I am Unique. 

I am me.” 

–Unknown

“Hey everyone I am still here!” 

Youth Outreach & Counselling with Linda Pelech 

Online: https://doxy.me/lindapelech

Phone: 250.720.3091 

When: 5:00pm-12:00 midnight 

Who:  Any Youth or Adult  

Wednesdays - Sundays 

https://doxy.me/lindapelech?fbclid=IwAR0I2HJlzKMM5m7HcQcWWW_KSitmAhB1vDJxDpydktNMtK1nakd7xJo0GQY
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Reminder to everyone: 

Be wildlife aware! 

If you encounter wildlife, please get to a safe place, 
being as loud as possible. Then call: 

Conservation at 1-877-952-7277 

TAX EXEMPT 

HYDRO, TELEPHONE, OR CABLE 

Your Hydro, Telephone or Cable are tax exempt if you live in the Tseshaht First 
Nation Community and have a status number. 

Leave a copy of your status Card, Hydro, TELUS or Cable (Shaw etc.) at the Ad-
min Office and a letter will be sent to the provider to remove the tax. 

Please contact Jane Jones at 250.724.1225 or email jjones@tseshaht.com . If you 
require further information. 
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TSESHAHT FIRST NATION 

5091 Tsuma-as Drive 
Port Alberni, BC   V9Y 8X9 

T: 250.724.1225 
F: 250.724.4385 

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S !

www.Tseshaht.com 

tseshaht_first_nation 

Tseshaht First Nation 
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September 10, 2020 

 

Tseshaht Emergency Operations Centre Report 

 

As you are probably aware from media reports, medical 

advisors say that BC is either in, or at least starting, the 

anticipated second wave of the COVID pandemic.  British 

Columbia’s daily new infection rates are higher now than at 

any time since the pandemic started.  Vancouver Island, 

thankfully, is still low in infections although Vancouver 

Island has had five new infections since last Saturday.  

Central Vancouver Island (which includes Port Alberni) has had 49 cases since the pandemic 

started.  Northern Vancouver Island has had 64 cases since the pandemic started and Southern 

Vancouver Island has had 65 cases since the pandemic started.  As mentioned online, there is a 

confirmed case on reserve at Gold River.  There is also an Ahousaht member who has tested 

positive but who lives in the Lower Mainland.  Squamish First Nation is reported to currently 

have 31 cases in their outbreak.  Alert Bay had 26 cases earlier this year but they have all 

resolved.  Several other First Nations in BC have had members test positive and, in some cases, 

have lost members to COVID.  Therefore, continued precautions are necessary.   We are NOT 

immune. 

It will be flu season soon and this has the potential to be very dangerous when combined with the 

COVID outbreak.  We encourage everyone and at least those who is over 50 or who has 

underlying health problems or who is under 5 to get a flu shot.  The flu vaccinations should be 

available sometime in early October and will be done through appointments with the nurse.  

Infant vaccinations, shingles vaccinations and adult pneumonia vaccinations continue but are 

done through appointments with the nurse.  Phone the NTC nursing team at 250-724-5757 to set 

up an appointment with the nurse who comes to Tseshaht for youth vaccinations, adult shingles 

vaccination or pneumonia vaccination.  Wait for an announcement for the flu vaccine. 

Because we are now in, or entering, the second wave of COVID, the Emergency Operations 

Centre will begin distributing what supplies we have to elders next week.  This will include 

cleaning supplies and masks.  Priority to elders and the medically fragile.   

I had a long meeting with the principle of Haahuupayak and am very happy with the school’s 

efforts to keep the students safe.  The school is doing more than the Chief Medical Officer of BC 

set out in her memo for opening schools.   

At this point Tseshaht playgrounds and the Dam remain open, however, that is always subject to 

review if the infections continue to rise on Vancouver Island.  At this time the Tseshaht offices 

are open to staff.   Members must make an appointment. 

 

-Hugh Braker, Deputy Director, Tseshaht EOC 

 




