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September 18, 2020 

To whom it may concern: 

Good morning/afternoon/evening, whatever time it is, allow me to introduce myself: 

My name is Jean Thomas and I am the eldest daughter of late Robert & Rosie Thomas. 

My late parents were outstanding Father, Mother, parents, Aunt, Uncle, grandparents, 
great grandparents in the Tseshaht First Nation Community. I have 6 sister, Linda Thomas, 
Maggie Thomas, Florence Wylie, Jean Wylie, June Wylie and baby sister Esther Thomas, I 
have 6 brothers, Jesse Johnson, Harley Wylie, Saiyatchapis seat holder Walter Thomas, 
Ralph Wylie, Richard Thomas Sr., and baby brother Donald Neil Jones Thomas. I have been 
a single mother to my three daughters, Rachelle Packwood, Jacqueline Packwood and 
Yvette L’Heureux, single grandmother to Jordan Lee Griffis 30, Johnathon Joseph Byrne 29, 
Lainey Jean L’Heureux, Jesse Christopher Cisaroski 24, Robert Damon Dorant (DJ) 24, 
Thomas Damon Dorant 23, Jayden Douglas Reed Packwood 24, Lucas L’Heureux 21 & Jada 
Jacqueline Dorant 20, and single great-grandmother to Ryalee Fernanda Rose Griffis 11, 
and Arabella Rae-Jean Griffis 2. 

I raised my oldest daughters and three sons from 2001 till they were of age and able to be on 
their own. 

I own my own home and have since 2001. 

I am 71 years old and am still working full time as a Nuu-chah-nulth Education Worker for 
the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council and School District 70 and have since 2010, I work at 
Maquinna Elementary School (this is my third year) and have also worked at Gill 
Elementary School & Alberni Elementary School (two years), Eighth Avenue Elementary 
School (two years) until it closed in 2014 and then onto E.J. Dunn Elementary School (three 
years). I am not planning on retiring anytime soon, I absolutely love my job. I teach our 
Nuu-chah-nulth Language and song and dance (making mini drums, dream catchers, 
button blankets, cedar bark weaving, beading, making shawls and vests, & crocheting with 
all the students that I work with on a daily basis. 

I have worked since I was 13 years old, starting off with doing housework, then on to 
working at West Coast Cleaners for 3 years after school, working at various flower/garden 
shops, working for a short time at Tseshaht First Nation as the Housing Coordinator, bus 
driver for the crew that cleared a running trail between Head Quarters Bay to Francis 
Lake for 11 months, Bartending, seamstress, fish plant worker, Bingo caller at Dob City 
Bingo for 12 years, at Haa-huu-pay’ak School as the language teacher along with (late) 
Linda Watts, and other various jobs throughout my adult life, many, many jobs. 

I have been married twice to not very nice men. Have been divorced for well over 30 years. 

I have been clean and sober for over 35 years, half of my life and then some. 

I feel that I would do well as a Councilor for our Nation, I have many years of being on 
many committees’. Presently I sit on the Land Claims Panel, the housing Committee and the 
Language Committee (which isn’t very active presently).  

My parents had taught me so much as a young girl and adolescent and onto adulthood. I 
learned how to cook at a very young age (9), how to take care of our home, taking care of 
my younger siblings in my early life, a lot of my teenage life has been forgotten because of 
abuse in many forms. I have overcome all those abuses and feel that I have learned so much 
after quitting drinking, I wasn’t an active drug user, I will admit that I have tried a few, 
but didn’t make me feel all that great and I am thankful that I didn’t fall into the drug 
scene as a young mother. 

I am hoping this will give you (everyone that is going to help me pave my way into the 
future of our Nation) and idea of what I am all about. 

chuuch 

Jean Thomas 


